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authority, of a means through which the ultimate divine
authority speaks. The social character of religion makes this
inevitable. The dangers of ritualism and convention in religion
may be great; so may submission before authority, Yet authority
in the Church, like ritual, is clearly indispensable. The Church
must necessarily remain critical of itself; it must also avoid
the destruction of freedom and initiative in the individual.
But however much this is so, ritual and authority must remain.
If a final revelation of God has been made, there must be
authority through which that revelation is maintained and by
which it is asserted, and before which the individual, in associa-
tion with others, must submit. To attempt to dispense with
authority is necessarily to initiate anarchy and decay; for if
a Church which claims to be a vehicle for a final revelation is
to be universal, it can be so only on the basis of an authority
which is absolute. This must mean in the last resort the
acceptance of authority not because it appeals, by its judgments,
to personal reflection, but for no other reason than that it is
a final authority. Authority again therefore is part and parcel
of the dogmatic structure of religion; it is indeed foundational
to it. The official representative of religion is, so to speak,
himself dogma, in so far as he is part of the chosen means
whereby the final revelation of himself made by God is
proclaimed. He is therefore not one man among others; his
position is recognized, through an act of faith, as authoritive,
enjoining religious creed and practice alike. And in general^
we cannot hope to enter into the spirit of Christianity unless
we realize that its life is a walking by 'faith' and an acceptance
of that which cannot be established by appeal to empirical
evidence. The craving of the spirit is for an absolute disclosure
of reality. That such a disclosure has once and for all been
made, and that there exists an authority sanctioned to convey
it, cannot be established by argumentation; Christianity is an
act of faith. Until we grasp this essentially simple situation
the entire structure of Christianity is for us, as it was for Keats,
simply 'pious fraud9.